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First newspaper in Iraq to 
serve coalition forces and the 
Tallil Air Base community. 


Volume 1, Issue 5 Tallil Air Base, Iraq 
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Announcements 


FUN RUN: There will be a 2-miler on June 
22. Starting point is the BX/PX. 


CHESS TOURNAMENT: Get ready for a 
big knight! Join the fun at the first Tallil Air 
Base chess championship on June 28th. 


SPADES TOURNEY WINNERS: Winners 
from last week’s Spades championship 
were Master Sgt. Calvin Harrell and Tech, 
Sgt. Fred Rojas. 


For further info call ESVS: 459-0121 


Oops! Our Bad! 


Correction 

In the June 6 edition of the Zallil Times, the 
407th AEG/EMEDS was misidentified as the 
Naval Combat Area Support Hospital. We 
regret the incident and apologize for any 
misunderstanding or confusion this may 
have caused. 
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A I’M THE MARSHALL AROUND HERE: Staff Sgt. Christopher Chandler of the 407th ELRS Transient Alert crew mar- 
shalls the very first commercial aircraft to land at Tallil Air Base. The Beechcraft 1900 turbo-prop landed here at 9:55 
a.m. June 12 and is operated by Falcon Express Cargo of Dubai which is a sub-carrier for Federal Express, Inc. 


Story by: 2nd Lt. Gerardo Gonzalez 
Chief of Public Affairs, 407th AEG 


A! 9:55 a.m. Thursday morning, a small 
turbo-prop aircraft made Tallil history as it 
became the first commercial cargo plane to land 
at the southern Iraqi base. 

The small, 10-passenger Raytheon Beechcraft 
1900, operated by Falcon Express Cargo Airlines 
of Dubai, made the first of future "official busi- 
ness only" deliveries. “We're bringing the 21st 
century into Iraq,” said Capt. Gary Jackson, oper- 
ations officer for the 407th Expeditionary 
Logistics Readiness Squadron. 

“This is the first contracted civilian airline 
we've had since we secured the air base," said 
Maj. Seann Cahill, 407th ELRS commander. "It 


sets a precedence here and I hope it sets it for the 
rest of the world. We’re hoping it will be impe- 
tus for us to get the attention of the civilian air- 
lines for things like rotator flights.” 

The arrival of the tiny cargo plane heralds in a 
mission benefit many times its size. According 
to Cahill, regularly scheduled deliveries to Tallil, 
will significantly reduce the average time it takes 
to receive parts. Currently, parts placed on order 
take anywhere from ten days to two weeks to 
arrive. However, using a civilian contract carri- 
er to deliver parts now cuts the anticipated deliv- 
ery time to four or five days. 

While this was the first delivery to Tallil and the 


Continued on page 2 


USAF photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 
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General Assignment Reporter 


This funded newspaper is an authorized 
publication for members of the U.S. mil- 
itary serving in Iraq. Contents of the 
TALLIL TIMES are not necessarily the 
views of, or endorsed by the U.S. 
Government, the Department of 


Defense, or the Department of the Air 
Force, Department of the Army, or the 
Department of the Navy. 


The editorial content is edited, prepared 
and provided by the Tallil Air Base Public 
Affairs office. All photographs are Air 
Force photographs unless otherwise 
indicated. 


The TALLIL TIMES accepts stories, 
photographs and commentaries, which 
may be submitted to the PA staff located 
in the Wing Operations Center (WOC), 
or can be sent directly to the newspaper 
at tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil. 


Deadline for submission is 2:00 p.m. 
Thursday the week before publication. 
All submissions are edited for content 
and Air Force journalistic style. 
Submission of articles and photos does 
not guarantee publication. The editor 
reserves the right to publish, reject and 
edit all news stories in accordance with 
the Tallil Times editorial policy. Content 
is strictly screened for overall news 
value and applicability to a growing 
Coalition audience. For more informa- 
tion, visit the PA office located in the 
WOC or call at 459-0014 or e-mail the 
editorial staff at 407.pa@tlab.aor- 
centaf.af.mil. 
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Continued from front 


Falcon Express: First Commercial 
service Helos Speed Up Tallil Mission 


first flight into Iraq for the 3-man crew, it was 
certainly not the first delivery that Falcon 
Express has made in the country, said co-pilot 
Andrew Bailey. Bailey said the Dubai-based 
airline has already been delivering packages to 
Kirkuk Air Base for some time. 

“It's great," said Bailey, “We didn't get shot 
down, and didn't get lost...” 

“T had no concerns about flying in here," said 
Jose Monzon Jr., the aircraft's flight engineer. 
“If it happens, it happens," added Monzon 
about the perceived dangers of flying into Iraq. 
Falcon Express is scheduled to make three 
deliveries per week, Cahill said. The company 
subcontracts with other delivery corporations, 
however, the contract supporting Tallil AB will 
be with FedEx. 





A WHEN IT ABSOLUTELY POSITIVELY HAS TO 
BE THERE IN FOUR OR FIVE DAYS: The first com- 
mercial cargo packages arrived at Tallil Thursday and is 
the beginning of regularly scheduled “official business” 
service. 


USAF photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 


Reserve Air Fleet Call-Up Ending 


(Courtesy of Air Mobility Command News Service) 


SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, III]. (AFPN) -- 
Gen. John W. Handy, commander of U.S. 
Transportation Command and Air Mobility 
Command, has determined that continuing the 
Civil Reserve Air Fleet call-up is not required. 
Fleet carriers have been notified that passenger 
aircraft called up to support Operation Iraqi 
Freedom will be released June 18. 

The passenger airlift requirements for OIF 
can now be met by air carrier volunteers 
through normal contract procedures. 

Stage 1 of the call-up began Feb. 8 to pro- 
vide the Department of Defense with addition- 
al airlift to move U.S. troops during the buildup 
of forces in the Southwest Asia. Fleet aircraft 
are U.S. commercial passenger and cargo air- 
craft activated when DOD airlift requirements 
exceed the capability of U.S. military aircraft. 

"Even before we activated (the fleet), our 
commercial carriers volunteered their tremen- 
dous capability to airlift troops and cargo for 
DOD,” said Handy. “We are thankful to these 
airlines that have played a major role in sup- 
porting U.S. military forces in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. We simply could not have met the 
massive, fast-paced demands of our troop 
deployment without the dedication and deter- 
mination of the men and women of CRAF." 

From Feb. 8 through June 2, 11 fleet carriers 
flew more than 1,625 missions and airlifted 


254,143 troops to destinations worldwide, the 
majority of those missions going to the Middle 
East. 

The commercial air carriers involved in the 
fleet activation are: American Airlines, ATA 
Airlines, Continental Airlines, Delta Airlines, 
Hawaiian airlines, North American Airlines, 
Northwest Airlines, Omni Aur International, 
United Airlines, US Airways and World 
Airways. 

The activation of the fleet in support of OIF 
marked only the second time in history com- 
mercial air carriers have been called up to aug- 
ment Air Force air mobility missions. The ori- 
gins of the fleet date back to 1951 when com- 
mercial airlines agreed to make aircraft avail- 
able for DOD deployments in exchange for 
peacetime military business. 





IN BRIEF 


All times are local. 


Catholic 

Daily Mass 

Mon, Wed, Fri 6 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Vigil Mass 

Saturday, 6 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 8 a.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m., LSA Adder Chapel 
Thursday 

RCIA/Adult Ed., 6:30 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
POC: Ch. Fitz-Patrick, 459-0038 


Protestant 

Traditional 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Contemporary 

Sunday, 7 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Gospel Service 

11:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
POC: Ch. Collins, 459-0038 


Latter Day Saints 

Lay-Led Service 

Sunday, 2 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Gospel Study 

Thursday, 7 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Annex 
POC: Staff Sgt. Hager, 573-1107 


Jewish 

Lay-Led Service 

Friday, 6 p.m., 407th AEG ESFS Compound (BDOC) 
POC: Ch. Collins, 459-0038 


Muslim 

Prayer 

Daily, 12:30 p.m., LSA Adder Chapel 
Daily, Sunset, LSA Adder Chapel 


Bible Studies 

Womens Bible Study 

Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., USAF Post Office Building 
Protestant Bible Study 

Friday, 7:30 p.m., USAF Post Office Building 
Catholic Bible Study 

Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., Chapel Tent, open to all who are 
interested in the Catholic faith 

Gods Purpose for You 

Fridays, 7:30 p.m., USAF Post Office Building 


Chapel Movie Night 

The Air Force chaplains will sponsor the movie, Catch Me 
if You Can, Wednesday, in the 407th AEG WOC at 7 p.m. 
This free movie, starring Leonardo Di Caprio and Tom 
Hanks, is open to all Tallil personnel. 


Catholic 

Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 8 a.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m., Community Chapel 
Wednesday Mass 

Wednesday, 6 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
POC: Ch. Fitz-Patrick, 459-0038 
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Protestant 

36th EN Group 

Sunday, 8:30 a.m.,8 p.m., 36th EN Briefing Tent 
Bible Study, Wednesday, 8 p.m., 36 EN Briefing Tent 
Bible Study, Friday, 8 p.m., 109th EN BN DFAC Area 
POC: Ch. Bedsole, 573-1078 


1/293rd IN 
Sunday, 10 a.m., See Ch. Nedza for location 
Bible Study Nightly, 9 p.m., See Ch. Nedza for location 


63rd Signal Battalion 
Daily Devotional, 12 p.m., Main Building 
POC: Ch. Addams, 833-1032 


92nd Engineer Battalion 

Sunday, 9 a.m., See Ch. Min. 

Wednesday, 8 p.m., See Ch. Min. 

Black Diamond Bible Study, 6 a.m. See Ch. Min. 
POC: Ch. Min, 573-1231 


171st ASG 

Friday, 10 a.m., Community Chapel 

Sunday, | p.m., (Gospel) Community Chapel 

Sunday, 8 a.m., and 8 p.m., 86th CSH 

Wednesday, Bible Study, 8 p.m. Chaplain’s Office 

Tues - Thurs, Praise and Prayer, 8 p.m. Chaplains Office 
POC: Ch. Addams, 833-1032 


189th Combat Support Battalion 

Sunday, 9 a.m., “GO Chapel” 

Tuesday, Choir Practice, 8 p.m., “GO Chapel” 
Wednesday, Bible Study, 8 p.m., “GO Chapel” 
Thursday, Bible Alive, 8:30 p.m., “GO Chapel” 
POC: Ch. Young, 573/1288/1289 


450th Movement Control Battalion 

Sunday, 10 a.m., North end of main building 
Thursday, Bible Study, North end of main building 
POC: Ch. Souter, 833-1005 


Various Faiths 

Sunday 

Sunday, 9 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 

Sunday, 9 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., (Catholic Service) ROK Army Chapel 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m., (Buddhist Service) ROK Army Chapel 
Daily, Morning Prayer, 4:30 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 
POC:Ch. Lee, 573-1227 


Latter Day Saints 

Sunday 

Sunday, 6 p.m., 407th AEG WOC 

Gospel Study 

Thursday, 7 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Annex 
POC: Staff Sgt. Hager, 573-1107 


Jewish 

Lay-Led Service 

Friday, 6p.m., 407th AEG ESFS Compound (BDOC) 
POC: Ch. Collins, 459-0038 


Muslim 

Prayer 

Daily, 12:30p.m., 63rd Signal Battalion 
Daily, Sunset, 63rd Signal Battalion 
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LUS:ARMY!} 


Do not use workplace phones for morale call purposes. 


Speed limits on base are 30km/18mph during the day and 
10km/6mph at night. Helmets are required in all tactical 
All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV’s) and “Gators.” 


Run Routes 

Running in groups of two or larger is authorized in two 
locations: from the BX/PX parking lot and off the main 
gate road toward the burn pit. The required uniform is T- 
shirt and shorts or pants. Running is not authorized on 
any other road. 


Ammunition Storage 

The 38th Ordnance Group provides ammunition storage 
for units on Tallil Air Base. Contact Mr. Matheson at 573- 
1258 for more information. 


Unexploded Ordnance 

Do not touch unexploded ordnance. Do not travel off the 
hardpack except in areas cleared by EOD. There are still 
thousands of UXO on this base. Army - Report all UXO 
to "Bomber Base" on tactical radios or call 573-1074. Air 
Force - Report all UXO to "Command Post" on the CC 
Net or call the Command Post at 459-0000 or EOD at 459- 
0108/9. 


Liggurat of Ur 
Visits to the Ziggurat require a pass. For information, U.S. 
Army personnel may call 573-1107. 


Air Force Services has expanded its tour schedule to 
include 2 afternoon visits to the Ziggurat. For info, please 
call the Air Force Rec Tent at 459-0121. The schedule now 
looks like this: 


Sundays, Tuesdays, Thursdays: 
10 a.m. (show time of 9:30 a.m. at the Rec Tent) 


Sundays and Wednesdays: 
2 p.m. (show time of 1:30 p.m. at the Rec Tent) 


Bring helmet, flack jacket and weapon. 


AAFES BX/PX 


AAFES hours are 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


NOTICE 


To help everyone get the most out of their facilities and stay 
good neighbors, the Zallil Times reminds all readers that 
each MKT, dining hall, shower tent, latrine tent and morale 
tent is specially sited, stocked and serviced for certain num- 
bers of people in a certain area. These amenities work well 
if only those people use them, but additional people rapidly 
use up whatever food, water and “stuff’ were planned for 
the intended users. 


If you aren’t among the intended users, you take away from 
those who are and in the long run hurt that unit’s ability to 
properly serve their people. Help others and yourself to 
have enough when you need it. 
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Rare Combat Change of Command 
Throws Strasburger Back to the Sharks 


Story by 2nd Lt. Gerardo Gonzalez 
Chief, Public of Affairs, 407th AEG 


| | n true warrior fashion, Lt. Col. Raymond Strasburger took the reins 
of the 75th Fighter Squadron, currently assigned as the 407th 
Expeditionary Fighter Squadron, in a rare combat change of command 
ceremony held Sunday on the Tallil Air Base flight line. 

Strasburger, who was actually one of the first 75th FS “Tiger Shark” 
pilots to arrive at Tallil with Air National Guard troops, assumed com- 
mand of the A-10 Thunderbolt I unit from outgoing commander, Lt. 
Col. Richard Turner. 

The new com- 
mander offered 
words of praise for 
not only the 
squadron’s mission 
and people, but 
backed those words 
with personal com- 
mitment. 

“Our calling as 
warriors is not one 
to be taken lightly," 
Strasburger said to 
the assembled 
crowd of airmen. 
“Your outstanding 
performance is 
already testament to 
the fact that you 
never have, and I'm 
confident, never will 
(take this charge for 
granted)." 

Col. Tom Jones, 
commander of the 
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attend squadron commander school. 


"I couldn't wait to get back," said the Washington D.C. native. "It's 
just phenomenal to be here from the standpoint of what I think the 
United States has been able to do on behalf of the Iraqi people." 

With previous experience as the unit's operations officer, Strasburger 
said mission continuity, unit morale and spending more time with the 
support troops are among his top priorities. 


But if there's 
one real regret 
Strasburger has, 
it’s that his family 
was not able to be 
present as he 
starts what is said 
to be the highlight 
of a fighter pilot's 
career—com- 
mand of their own 
squadron. 

"We all know 
that our families 
are the true patri- 
ots ... the ones 
who serve and 
sacrifice and yet 
have never taken 
an oath of office, 
as we have," he 
said. 

Nevertheless, 
Strasburger 1S 
grateful for the 
chance to com- 


332nd Air <=, mand a squadron 
ees : i a | 
Expeditionary Wing, he's already very 
th AOQ7th AG A YOU SAY HELLO, | SAY GOODBYE: Incoming commander of the Tiger Sharks, Lt. Col. Raymond Strasburger dof 
e a If (left) congratulates outgoing commander Lt.Col. Rick Turner (right) after his final flight and obligatory hosing by the fire prou oF 
Expeditionary department. Strasburger assumed command of both the 407th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron and the 75th Fighter "It's just a phe- 
Group's parent Squadron during a brief ceremony held on the Tallil Air Base flight line June 8. (Photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith) nomenal opportu- 


organization, was in 
attendance and offered accolades to both. 

"You've passed the ultimate test of a fighter squadron commander," 
Jones said to Turner. “You've led your squadron through combat ... and 
set them up for future successes.” 

“Flying is great, but it’s the people that make it that way," said 
Turner, a 1991 Gulf War veteran. “It's the people working the lines, the 
people flying the jets, the people pushing the papers in the background 
that help make sure everything is happening out here ... that's what it 
comes down to—we don't do the mission without everybody here.” 

Strasburger arrived at Tallil Air Base shortly after the base was cap- 
tured from the Iraqi military in late March, but returned to the U.S. to 


nity," said the 19- 
year Air Force veteran. "I am so very blessed because of the men and 
women we have in the squadron ... we are truly a team." 


WOr d's for Warriors 


“We make war that we may live in peace.” 
—Aristotle 
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After 228 Years, Army’s 
Cassions Still Rolling Along 


Story by: Sergeant Ist Class Steve Miller 
203rd Military Intelligence Battalion 


While busy with the ongoing war on 
terrorism and building a new Iraq, the 
U.S. Army will pause for just a moment to cel- 
ebrate its 228th birthday this year. 

The Army's first birthday was June 14, 1775, 
the date on which Congress adopted the 
“American Continental Army.” With that 
action, Congress then had to raise ten compa- 
nies of riflemen and appoint a committee to 
draft rules and regulations for the government 
of the army. On the very next day, June 15, 
Congress unanimously chose George 
Washington as the commander of the continen- 
tal forces. But according to historians, as well 
as the delegates' correspondence, diaries, and 
subsequent actions, it 1s quite clear that they 
really did much more during those early days. 
From this humble start, the Army has come a 
long way to become the premier fighting force 
in the world today. 

Col. Lawrence M. Larsen, 171st Area 
Support Group Commander said "It is an honor 
to serve not only with the Army forces here at 
Tallil, but also with the Marines and the Air 
Force who do not celebrate the same birthday. 
Though it's difficult to truly celebrate far from 
home, it's important to understand we are here 
to free the Iraqi people so they can experience 
the same freedoms we have at home. Our job is 
to focus on rebuilding Iraq and supporting 





humanitarian missions here.” 

Larsen continues, “All of us here are living 
in an austere environment. Our key to success 
is the cooperation of all the services working 
together. The bottom line is that everyone is 
taking pride and doing their job well." 

The Army's birthday will be commemorated 
in many ways throughout the world. Many 
baseball parks are passing out flags or post- 
cards. Some units are having athletic competi- 
tions or events involving the eating of prepared 
food. Soldiers of the 3rd U.S. Infantry 
Regiment will deliver individual cakes to mem- 
bers of Congress. 

The Arizona Army National Guard’s 2220th 
Transportation Company will be the central 
focus of the Army's birthday celebration at 
Tallil Air Base. Besides volleyball and horse- 
shoes, Capt. Kenneth Stice's company will 
sponsor a double elimination softball tourna- 
ment. The softball games will be played at 
three new fields on the 2220's northwest yard 
on Hailey Road. Tournament organizer Staff 
Sgt. Armando Gonzalez said, "There will 24 
teams - from South Korea, Puerto Rico, 
Arizona, Indiana, Alabama, Nebraska, and the 
Air Force's security forces." Teams have been 
playing at this spacious, well-designed area for 
a period of time now. 


< FOND FAREWELL: 


0S AIR FORGE 


MAY 10, 1775 

Battle of Ticonderoga. 
This is the action for 
which the Army was 
awarded its first battle 
streamer. 


JULY 12, 1862 
Medal of Honor 
established by 
Congressional Acct. 


AUG 16, 1903 
First Chief of Staff 
of the Army took 
Office. 


1926 

Congress changed 
the name of the Air 
Service to the Army 
Air Corps. 


1955 

Eisenhower signed 
the Code of 
Conduct. 


JULY 4, 1966 


1775 - 1783 
Revolutionary War 
begins. 


JUNE 15, 1775 
George Washington 
becomes first 
Commander-in- 
Chief of the 
Continental Army 


1778 

Army receives its 
first real training 
from Baron Von 
Streuben during the 
winter at Valley 
Forge. 


1947 

Department of the 
Army was estab- 
lished. by the 
National Security 
Act of 1947. This 
act made the Air 
Force a separate 
branch from the 
Army 


DEC 12, 1957 

The Army 
announced that “The 
Army Goes Rolling 
Along would be the 
official Army. Song. 


Former U.S. Army Chief of Staff 
Gen. Eric K. Shinseki salutes the 
flag as he marches past a color 
guard composed of Soldiers from 
the 3rd U.S. Infantry, the Old Guard, 1973 
during his retirement ceremony Majority of American 
held June 11 on Fort Myer, Va. Troops pulled out of 
Shinseki helped transform the Army Vietnam. 
during his tenure as its top uni- 


formed officer. He retired after 38 1983 
years of service. Grenada Operation 


begins 


Position of the 
Sergeant Major of the 
Army established. 


The song was origi- 
nally Known as the 
“Cassion Song.” 


1968 

The Tet Offensive, 
the full scale assault 
on all major South 
Vietnamese Cities by 
the enemy cost thou- 
sands of U.S soldiers 


U.S. Army Photo their lives. 


SEPT 11, 2001 
Terrorists attack 
American soil. 


1991 
Liberation of Kuwait 
begins. 


OCT 7, 2001 
Operation Enduring 
Freedom begins. 


JUNE 14, 2003 
U.S. Army celebrates 
228 years of HOO-AH! 








U.S. ARMY vs. KOREA 


Korean Forces Soccer 
Rematch Results in, 
Well—Another Rematch 


Story by Spc. Ryan Wilson 
General Assignment Reporter 


While the soldiers from the Republic of 
Korea may have asked for the first rematch, 
they certainly didn’t ask for the final score. 
But even after the U.S. Army’s ripping 5-3 
victory, both teams left the field as friends. 

Keeping with true game _ tradition 
Korean team respectfully surrendered their 
jerseys, shook hands, embraced—and 
asked for another rematch. 

This rematch stems from an original 
challenge made by the Koreans a few 
weeks ago in which they squashed the 
Army 4-0. 

“We only had 23 hours to prepare,” said 
event organizer Lt. Col. Michael Moody, 
171st Area Support Group Operations 
Officer. “And they whooped us!” 

However, since losing the first game, the 
Army team has now appointed a full-time 
coach, and executed an extensive player 


recruiting program. 

Korean Col. K.Y. Choik lead his team on 
the field during the the second half of the 
game. 

"At half time Col. Choik commented that 


our team had improved," said Col. 
Lawerence “Mike" Larsen, commander of 
the 171st ASG. "I told him, we've been 
practicing." 

At half time the Koreans lead the Army 
3-2, but the Army keenly noticed the 
Koreans had a strong defense on the edges 
of the field, but were not as quick to defend 
the middle. So from the sidelines, they 
coached their hard hitters to knock the ball 
straight down the center. 

“We'll get these (jerseys) back no prob- 
lem," said Choik as he congratulated the 
U.S. Army team on their final 5-3 victory.. 

More than just a game, the soccer match 
was a cultural exchange between coalition 
forces. The half-time show, performed by 
the Koreans, included a traditional Korean 
percussion band complete with gongs and 
stretched leather drums, choreography, and 
a martial arts demonstration. 

Future matches are planned between 
U.S. Army units and other coalition force 
teams, including the British and Italians. 
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DoD Examining Military 
Force ‘Footprint’ Worldwide 


Story by Jim Garamone 
American Forces Press Service 


Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld 
said today that the military is examin- 
ing the stationing of U.S. troops worldwide. 
In addition to the recent decision to pull U.S. 
troops off the demilitarized zone separating the 
North and South Korea, other movements may 
occur in the future. 

"We are at varying stages in different parts 
of the globe in our thinking," Rumsfeld told 
reporters traveling with him for a series of 
European meetings. 

U.S. forces are organized by combatant 
commands, each with an area of responsibility 
where its commander is in charge of placing 
troops. But Rumsfeld and DoD planners are 
examining the "footprint" of American forces 
worldwide. He said while a combatant com- 
mander looks at the world via his area of 
responsibility, DoD must look wider. The 
"seams" between commands are particularly 
troublesome, he said. 

"We have been sequentially having (the 
combatant commanders) come in and give us 
their best recommendations," he said. "And 
we've looked at them and sent them back and 
suggested they look at some other options. 

"Now what we're doing is looking at them 
all together," he continued. He said experts are 
taking the various pieces, "and asking the ques- 
tion, 'How can we best arrange ourselves from 
the standpoint of the American people and in 
the most cost-effective way?" 

At the same time, U.S. government officials 
are discussing the process with friends and 
allies around the world. Some discussions are 
with allies that already host U.S. forces — such 
as in Europe — while others are with countries 
with no appreciable U.S. presence. 

"It's complicated," Rumsfeld said. "It's a big 


WOTAS 


set of issues terribly important to our country, 
and we think we're approaching it in a very 
orderly and thoughtful way." 

Rumsfeld addressed the U.S. presence in 
Europe. He said the forces "are somewhat of a 
legacy." U.S. forces were oriented to the 
defense of Western Europe and the threat of the 
Soviet Union. "So the question isn't, 'What do 
you need to defend against the Soviet Union?’ 
but 'How do you want to be arranged around the 
world?' And that's the way we're addressing it," 
he said. 

The discussion may come up during 

Rumsfeld's visits in the region, although he said 
that's not the trip's purpose. 
Rumsfeld will meet with Portuguese Defense 
Minister Paulo Portas. He will then fly to 
Tirana, Albania, for discussions with Prime 
Minister Fatos Nanos and Defense Minister 
Pandeli Mayjko. 

The secretary will then fly to Germany, 
where he will address the 10th anniversary of 
the founding of the George C. Marshall Center 
for Security Studies before moving on to 
Brussels for the NATO defense ministerial. 

"The NATO meeting is an important one, 
because we have made some good progress and 
we intend to continue that effort," he said. The 
defense ministers will discuss NATO's com- 
mand structure changes and how U.S. changes 
fit. 

NATO ministers too will look at the 
alliances force footprint. Rumsfeld said they 
have made some changes and "will make 
more." 

The secretary said he is pleased with the 
progress NATO is making on the NATO 
response force. 
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Soldier Sentenced After 
Refusing Anthrax Vaccine 


Story by: Spc. Travis Burnham 
Staff Writer, 27th Public Affairs Detachment 


A seecial court-martial panel sentenced a 

mobilized reservist from Pennsylvania to 
a bad conduct discharge after she refused to 
receive the anthrax vaccine. 

Pvt. Kamila K. Iwanowska, currently 
assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company, Installation Troop Command, Fort 
Drum, N.Y., was found guilty of two specifica- 
tions of willingly disobeying a lawful order 
from a superior officer under Article 90 of the 
Uniformed Code of Military Justice. 

Iwanowska came to Fort Drum in January. 
That was shortly after her unit, the U.S. Army 
Reserve 233rd Quartermaster Company, a 
petroleum supply unit from Philadelphia, was 
mobilized in preparation for deployment to the 
U.S. Central Command area of operations. As 
part of that preparation, all members of 
Iwanowska's unit were ordered to receive the 
anthrax vaccine. 

When Iwanowska refused the anthrax shot, 
her company commander counseled her on the 
matter. After receiving education about the 
Anthrax Vaccine Immunization Program and 
refusing the shot a second time, she was offered 
procedures under Article 15, UCMJ, the Army's 
non-judicial method of punishment. 

A part of those procedures allowed 
Iwanowska to reject a hearing before the field- 
grade commander offering them, and to instead 
demand trial by court-martial. She did not 
demand trial by court-martial. At the proceed- 
ing, her punishment was to be reduced in rank 
from specialist to private and to forfeit half of 
her pay for two months. However, the punish- 
ment was also suspended. 

On Feb. 3 and 7, Iwanowska refused direct 
orders from Col. Emory Helton, the Fort Drum 
garrison commander, to receive the anthrax 
vaccine. In a separate administrative proceed- 
ing that Iwanowska initiated Feb. 26, she 
requested a religious accommodation. 

On March 12, Iwanowska requested that 
Helton not vacate the suspension he had placed 
on her sentence, citing religious reasons. Helton 
vacated the suspension and transmitted a rec- 
ommendation to the installation commander, 
recommending trial by special court-martial. 

Capt. Jeremy Ball, senior defense counsel, 
and civilian defense attorney Kenneth Levine 
represented Iwanowska in court. She pleaded 


not guilty to the offense and chose a panel of 
five enlisted and three officers. 

In her defense, Iwanowska cited her reli- 
gious convictions as her reason for refusing the 
vaccine. Iwanowska said she believes it would 
be a sin for her to accept the shot, because she 
feels it could jeopardize the health of any chil- 
dren she may have later in life. 

Invoking her right to make an un-sworn 
statement, upon which she could not be cross- 
examined by the prosecution, I[wanowska stated 
she is a devout Roman Catholic and feels it is 
against her personal religious beliefs to possi- 
bly endanger the health of her future family. 

Iwanowska faced a maximum sentence of 12 
months' confinement, two-thirds forfeiture of 
pay for that period, and a bad conduct dis- 
charge. 

After deliberating for two hours, the panel 
returned with a sentence of a bad conduct dis- 
charge. 

Prosecuting attorney Maj. Dave Tobin 
expressed his satisfaction with the verdict and 
sentencing. 

"We are very satisfied that the military jus- 
tice system worked," Tobin said. "With the 
regard to the sentence - the panel has spoken, 
and we are satisfied with what they had to say." 

Iwanowska was born in Poland and immi- 
grated to the United States in 1992. After grad- 
uating from college, she joined the Army in 
January 2000 and became an American citizen 
n April 2002. 

Upon hearing the sentence, Iwanowska said 
she was relieved that she would not be con- 
fined, but she was disappointed that she will no 
longer be serving in the Army. 

"T still believe the Army is a good place, and 
I don't regret joining," she said shortly after the 
verdict. "I don't regret what I did, I just wish it 
had turned out differently." 
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TALLIL SORTBALL 
TOURNAMENT 


Saturday June 14, 2003 at 6 a.m 
Sunday, June 15, 7 a.m. 
2220th Transportation Company Yard 


When: 


Where: 


Details: | 24-team double elimination tourna- 
ment. Fun afternoon! Horseshoes and volleyball 
too! Bring your sunglasses and your lawn chair! 
Sponsored by the Arizona Army National 
Guard. Free admission for all. 





D0 YOUR 
PARENTS KiVQW 
YOURE HERE? 


They would if you’d fill out an Air Force 
Home Town News Release! Contact the 
407th AEG Public Affairs Office at 459- 
0014 or download the form off the “L’ 
drive and schedule a time to have PA take 


your photo! Or _ simply E-mail 
tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 





USAF photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 











—qIVE US YOUR— 


SHOT 


We want to see Tallil Air Base and the 
surrounding areas from the inside out 
and we need your help. If you’ve got a 
digital camera, then we want to talk to 
you! 


Send us your best digital photo for the 
week and we'll chose the top shots to be 
published in the next Tallil Times. 


When submitting photos, make sure 
they are of reasonable quality, and are 
in a .jpg or .gif format. Next, make sure 
you provide us with an accurate descrip- 
tion of the event and COMPLETE 
names of all persons pictured. 


Photos without complete information 
cannot be considered. Photos must be 
in good taste and not compromise safe- 
ty or security in any manner. 


If you have questions, please contact 
the Public Affairs Office at DSN 459- 
0014 or send your questions directly to 
tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 
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LOOK OUT!: Just when you 
thought it was safe to go back in the 
water, Lt. Col. Rick Turner and 
Master Sgt. Brad Smith struggle to 
gain control of a fire hose. The 
offending weapon was used to spray 
down Turner after his final flight as 
commander of the 407th EFS. 


ICE, ICE BABY: 

Local Iraqis sell a variety of items as 
they work the streets outside the 
base. This gentleman has the right 
idea for a hot summer day—ice! 
Several vendors know that cool 
drinks are a precious commodity in 
the desert and try to score a sale 
before the product melts. 
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USAF photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 





USAF photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 
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U.S. “PRAYER” FORCE: Beneath a camouflage cover, Father David Fitz-Patrick says mass with members of the U.S. 
Army’s 394th Quartermaster Battalion stationed at New Cedar. 


ALONE IN THE SPOTLIGHT: Services Commander Maj. Matt “Insert Something Totally Witty Here” McCleskey helps 
install the flooring for the new Tallil Air Base gym. The spacious new facility is expected to open early next week. 








USAF photo by 2nd Lt Gerardo Gonzalez 





THUMBS UP: A young boy from a nearby Iraqi vil- 
liage gives a thumbs up. Despite the many difficulties 
these children face, their resilent spirit always seems to 


shine through. 


USAF photo by SA Shane Asher 


WE°RE LOOKIN ’ FOR 
BIKERS, MAN! 


Air Force Services 
has the best deal 
in Iraq on two 
wheels! Check 
out a bicycle and 
never have to 
walk to work 
again--for at least 
a week! Bicycles 
are available for 
check out ona 
weekly basis 
every Monday 
from 8 a.m. to 10 
a.m. Go ahead, 
feel the breeze in 
your hair (if you 
can under Kevlar) 


and experience the true thrill of Tallil on two wheels! 
For more information, please call the Air Force Rec 


Tent at 459-0121. 








WHAT A KICK: Soldiers from the U.S. Army and Republic of Korea enjoy an afternoon game of soccer. 
The rematch game resulted in a ripping Army victory of 5-3 over the Koreans. Both teams left the field as 
friends and have agreed to yet another rematch. 
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WHAT ARE YOU LOOKIN’ AT?: Staff Sgt. Christopher Mynahan peers out of a man- 
hole on Tallil Air Base. A member of the Maine Air National Guard, Mynahan is assigned 
to the the 407th ECS Engineering and Installation Team. Mynahan and members of his 
unit have spent countless hours rebuilding the base communications infrastructure. 


USAF photo by Spc Ryan Wilson 


USAF photo by Maj. Jon Anderson 
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Thank the Ancient Gods it’s Friday the 13th 


Story By Master Sgt. Deb Smith 
Editor, Tallil Times 


uperstitions have been around almost as 

long as humanity itself. Rooted in 
mankind’s fear of the unknown, and comple- 
mented in many cases by pure coincidence, 
superstitions have managed to make their way 
through the ages and into the lives of even the 
most sensible people. 

One superstition that seems to have endured 
this test of ttme—and modern thinking—is the 
fear of the number 13. Known as triskadeka- 
Phobia, this condition gets its name from the 
Greek word for 13—1triskaideka. 

According to historians, the fear of the num- 
ber 13 dates back to the Vikings. In Norse 
mythology, the number 13 supposedly led to the 
death of Baldar, the most beloved of their gods. 
When 12 Norse gods gathered for a feast in 
Valhalla, Loki incited Hod, the blind god of 
winter, to attack Balder the Good. Hod took a 
spear of mistletoe offered by Loki and hurled it 
at Balder, killing him instantly. The Hindus 
also bought into the controlled guest list men- 
tality as they too, believed 13 was an unlucky 
number for dinner guests. 

But interestingly enough, the fear of the 
number 13, combined with Friday— 
paraskavedekatriaphobia—may have originat- 
ed in the time of Christ. Christ’s last supper 
with his disciples seated the ominous list of 13 
guests. Adding even more plausibility to the 
superstition, Christ is known to have been cru- 
cified on the following Friday. 

However, Friday's bad reputation in Western 
culture goes all the way back to the Garden of 
Eden. It was on a Friday, supposedly, that Eve 


tempted Adam with the forbidden fruit. 
Tradition also holds that the Great Flood began 
on a Friday; God tongue-tied the builders of the 
Tower of Babel on a Friday; and Friday was the 
day the Temple of Solomon was destroyed. 
Traditionally, it is also day of penance for 
Christians. 

For hundreds of years, sailors refused to set 
sail on a Friday. At one time their reluctance 
reached such proportions that it actually crip- 
pled British naval operations. With this in 
mind, the Admiralty decided to demonstrate 
once and for all to those in fear that the super- 
stition had absolutely no merit. So, in bold defi- 
ance, they laid the keel of a new vessel on a 
Friday, named the vessel H.M.S. Friday, and 
even launched the ship on a Friday. The ship 
left on its maiden voyage on a Friday, and was 
even under the command of Captain James 
Friday. Unfortunately, the ship left the harbor 
over 100 years ago and has not been heard from 
since. 

Coincidentally, this fear of traveling on 
Friday remained prominent well into the early 
20th century. This was evidenced by normally 
crowded European busses and trains travel hav- 
ing scarcely few travelers on the sixth day of 
the week. 

In any case, despite whatever anxiety Friday 
and the number 13 may have held, not all cul- 
tures have agreed on the sinister value of either 
the number or the day. For example, the 
Chinese regarded the number 13 as lucky as did 
the Egyptians. 

To the early Egyptians, life was a race for 


Crazy Facts Associated With 
Friday and the Number 13 


> According to a poll in USA Today in 1992, 2 
out of 5 people in the US believed that cars built 
on a Friday have more mechanical problems. 


> Many theatre managers will refuse to open a 
new show on a Friday, especially if it is Friday 
the 13th. 


>Some ball players feel it is bad luck to play a 
game on a Friday. 


> Threats of computer viruses run amuck on 


www.brownielocks.com 


Friday the 13th often scaring many users. 


> Many businesses (or their CEOs) avoid 
beginning a new venture on a Friday, departing 
on a business trip, or even signing a contract on 
any 13th of any month, and of course, especial- 
ly if it's a Friday the 13th. 


> Universal Studios has no studio lot 13. 


> The Fresno Airport doesn't have a Gate 13. 


spiritual ascension which could only be 
achieved in stages—12 in this life and a thir- 
teenth in the afterlife, or eternal afterlife. It’s 
easy to see how the number 13 has ample 
opportunities to associate itself with death. But 
for the Egyptians, the number symbolized death 
not in the terms of dust and decay, but more as 
a glorious and desirable transformation to a bet- 
ter life. Unfortunately, as the Egyptian civiliza- 
tion perished, so did the number’s symbolic 
value. 

Friday was revered as lucky by pre-Christian 
Teutonic peoples. It was especially delighted in 
as a day for marriages as Friday has a strong 
historic and mythological association with love 
and fertility. But, that changed as Christianity 
became more prevalent. Freya, the goddess of 
the sixth day, and most likely the origin of the 
word Friday, had a cat as her sacred companion, 
and was later recast in folklore as a witch, per- 
haps explaining why her day eventually became 
associated with evil doings. 

So no matter where this Friday the 13th finds 
you, whether it’s dancing in the streets or in the 
fetal position under your cot, remember that the 
meaning of this infamous day has vascilated 
from one extreme to the other across both his- 
tory and culture. 

Like many superstitions and urban legends, 
the origin of Friday the 13th and the mystery it 
evokes will perhaps, always leave us wonder- 
ing. In short, just remember to relax and take all 
of this nonsense with a grain of salt—mindful 
now, not to spill the shaker. 


S13 






> Many airlines, sports arenas and auditori- 
ums eliminate a "seat 13" or even a row 13. 


/} 


>And, many will not have 13 as a house num- 


> Otis Elevator Company says that 90 percent 
of skyscrapers and larger hotels have no 13th 
floor. 


ber so the Post Office gives them 12 1/2. And in 
France to replace the number 13, they use 12 
two times as 1212. 


> Many hospitals and hotels have no Room 13. > N) [ 3 


3 
, 
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State National Guards to 
Combine Headquarters 


Story by: Kathleen T: Rhem 
Armed Forces Press Service 


K state National Guard will combine its 
top three headquarters into one "joint 
force headquarters," said Army Lt. Gen. H. 
Steven Blum, the head of the National Guard 
Bureau. 

There are 162 headquarters units in the 54 
state and territory National Guard entities and 
by Oct. 1, 108 of these will no longer exist, said 
the general in a Pentagon briefing. He shared 
these plans with the state adjutants general at a 
meeting May 18. 

Each state, the District of Columbia and 
other territories currently have a statewide 
National Guard headquarters in addition to sep- 
arate Army and Air Guard headquarters. 

"That is just too excessive, and it's not in 
keeping with the direction the Department of 
Defense needs to go to deal with emerging real- 
ities and the way we will fight in the future." 
Blum said. "We fight jointly, (so) we need to 
train and operate on a daily basis in a joint envi- 
ronment so we can make that transition (to 
active duty) very quickly." 

The general plans to put resources saved in 
this consolidation toward shortages in opera- 
tional units. 

The general said the National Guard's sym- 


bol is the Revolutionary War minuteman. 

"The minuteman is to symbolize the transi- 
tion from a citizen to a soldier in minutes," he 
said. 

Currently, 147,000 National Guardsmen are 
deployed in 44 different countries. 

"The National Guard must transform for 
future threats and current realities," Blum said. 
"The world will not sit still, so the National 
Guard cannot sit still. We must adjust to those 
realities and those new and emerging threats." 

Real transformation does not mean updating 
weapons and equipment. 

"Most real transformation happens right 
here," he said, pointing to his forehead. "It's 
about how you think. And we need to change 
the way we think." 

National Guard retention and recruiting 
rates appear to be highest in units that have 
deployed recently, he said. Blum attributed this 
to the feeling of satisfaction service members 
feel when they believe they are contributing to 
their nation's security. 

"The people that are coming in want to 
serve," he said. "They want to serve their coun- 
try in a meaningful manner, and by and large 
that's what they're doing." 


Snail Mail Gets a Boost: U.S. Military 
Officials to Improve Speed of Iraq Mail 


Even in the era of e-mail, getting a letter from 
loved ones is important. 

The Military Postal Service Agency has 
received a number of complaints about the 
speed of mail deliveries to and from Iraq. The 
officials are aware of the problems and expect 
changes to ease some stumbling blocks. 

The main problem, according to agency offi- 
cials, was that there was no mail facility in Iraq. 
"Now there is one at the Baghdad International 
Airport and we expect that will improve serv- 
ice," said an official with the agency. 

In the past, mail from service members back 
to the states went from Baghdad to Kuwait, 
where it was placed on a commercial flight to 
John F. Kennedy airport in New York. Mail 
going to Iraq also had to pass through Kuwait. 
Opening the facility in Baghdad will speed the 
process and eliminate the Kuwaiti step. 

The military mail official said mail clerks 


are working around the clock to eliminate the 
mail backlog. "We're moving between 30,000 
and 40,000 pounds of mail each day," he said. 
He estimated the backlog at about 300,000 
pounds of mail. 

Officials are working to address problems 
within Iraq. They said service members based 
outside the Baghdad area may find their letters 
are not getting out as quickly as expected 
because clerks are filling up trucks with mail 
before dispatching them. They expect that as 
the country becomes safer, the mail will speed 
up. 

Military postal officials refute the rumor in 
Iraq that says the U.S. Postal Service is holding 
the mail at JFK airport Mail leaving the region 
takes 16 hours to get to New York. From there, 
it takes about three or four days to reach the 
recipients. (Courtesy Armed Forces Press 
Service) 
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Sports Shorts 


By: Sergeant Ist Class Steve Miller, USA 
203rd Military Intelligence Battalion, 
Tallil Times Sports Editor 


NHL Hockey 

The New Jersey Devils won their sec- 
ond Stanley Cup championship in four 
years by shutting out the mighty Ducks 
of Anaheim, 3-0, in the deciding seventh 
game. However the Ducks' superb 
goalie, Jean Sebastien Giguere, 
received a little consolation. He won 
the Conn Smythe trophy as the playoff 
MVP for his magnificent play throughout 
the entire playoff series. 


NBA Basketball 

Forget Where’s Waldo? Where’s 
Richard? The Nets located Richard 
Jefferson Wednesday night and just in 
time to break out of a slump with 18 
points and 10 rebounds to help New 
Jersey beat San Antonio 77-76 in Game 
4 of the NBA Finals. The series is now 
tied at 2-2. 


Tennis 

Spaniard Juan Carlos Ferrero, the 
world’s premier clay court player, 
carved up Dutchman Martin Verkerk 6- 
1, 6-3, 6-2, to win the men’s French 
Open Championship on the red clay of 
Roland Garros. 


Justine Heinin-Hardenne sliced her way 
unnerved to snare the French Open 
Championship for women, defeating fel- 
low Belgian Kim Clyisters 6-0, 6-4. 


MLB: 

The Chicago Cubs’ Sammy Sosa's sus- 
pension for using a corked bat was 
reduced Wednesday to seven games 
after an appeal. The officials at Major 
League Baseball which accepted his 
explanation that he simply made a mis- 
take. Sosa will sit out the next seven 
games beginning Wednesday night. 


Five-time All-Star Matt Williams, who 
had been the last of the original Arizona 
Diamondbacks until recently being 
released, announced his retirement 
Thursday. 
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The Last 
Shot 


Photo courtesy NASA and 
Air Force News 


> MARS OR BUST: An Air Force Delta II 
rocket carrying a Mars rover vehicle lifts off 
from here June 10. The rover is expected to 
reach Mars in January. 





GT NEWS? 


SEND IT 10 
THe 
TALLIL 


tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 
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